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DOCKET NO. RMU-2023-0005 

 
ORDER OPENING DOCKET AND SETTING TECHNICAL CONFERENCE  

AND COMMENT DEADLINE 
 

On January 10, 2023, Gov. Kim Reynolds issued Executive Order Number 10 

(Executive Order), which put a moratorium on agency rule making and directed 

agencies, including the Utilities Board (Board), to engage in a comprehensive 

evaluation of existing rules.  The goals of the Executive Order include increasing public 

input in the rule-making process, eliminating rules that do not provide substantial 

benefits to Iowans, reducing the page and word count of the Iowa Administrative Code, 

and reducing restrictive rule language.  As a part of the comprehensive review, 

agencies are required to repeal each rules chapter and evaluate whether the chapter, or 

a portion of the chapter, should be re-promulgated.  To assist agencies in performing 

their comprehensive reviews, the Iowa Department of Management developed and 

published forms and processes.  (See https://dom.iowa.gov/resource/red-tape-

rulemaking-processes/executive-order-10-rulemaking-processes (last accessed on July 

18, 2023).)   

Pursuant to the Executive Order, the Board is conducting comprehensive reviews 

of each chapter of its administrative rules, and the Board will open the above-captioned 
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docket for purposes of conducting a comprehensive review of chapter 5, which contains 

the Board’s procedure for determining the competitiveness of a communications service 

or facility.  Attached to this order as Attachment A is the Board’s retrospective analysis 

(Red Tape Review Rule Report) of chapter 5, which the Board will publish on the 

Board’s website as required by section III.B of the Executive Order.  Attached to this 

order as Attachment B is the Board’s draft regulatory analysis of chapter 5, which the 

Board will submit in the legislative Rules Management System for publication in the 

Iowa Administrative Bulletin.  The Board is proposing to rescind chapter 5.  The draft 

regulatory analysis attached to this order as Attachment B will be submitted to the 

Administrative Rules Code Editor for review and publication in the Iowa Administrative 

Bulletin and may contain changes from the version attached to this order. 

 The Board is also scheduling a technical conference for September 26, 2023.  

Participation may occur in person or by webinar.  The purpose of the technical 

conference is to receive comments regarding the draft regulatory analysis and the 

proposed repeal of chapter 5.  Additionally, the Board is accepting written comments 

concerning the regulatory analysis and the proposed repeal of chapter 5 through 

September 26, 2023.  The Board will use the oral and written comments received to 

prepare a final version of the regulatory analysis, which will be uploaded in this docket 

and published on the Board’s website.   

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED: 

1. Docket No. RMU-2023-0005 is opened for the purpose of conducting a 

comprehensive review of 199 Iowa Administrative Code chapter 5 pursuant to Executive 

Order Number 10.  
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2. A technical conference is set for 2 p.m. Tuesday, September 26, 2023, in

the Utilities Board hearing room, located at 1375 East Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Interested persons may appear in person or by webinar.  Information for attending by 

webinar can be found on the Utilities Board’s website on the Hearing and Meeting 

Calendar webpage.

3. Comments regarding the draft regulatory analysis shall be filed by 4:30

p.m. Tuesday, September 26, 2023.

UTILITIES BOARD

_______________________________

_______________________________
ATTEST: 

______________________________ _______________________________

Joshua Byrnes Date: 2023.08.01 
17:32:00 -05'00'

Sarah Martz Date: 2023.08.01 
16:42:40 -05'00'Keetah Horras 2023.08.02

12:13:00 -05'00'

Dated at Des Moines, Iowa, this 2nd day of August, 2023.
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