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Resolution No. 2953 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING ALLIANT ENERGY RATE INCREASE CASE AND JOINING AS AN INTERVENER 
BY SUBMITTING TESTIMONY TO THE IOWA UTILITIES BOARD (Docket RPU‐2019‐0001) 

 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy has asked the Iowa Utilities Board to approve a 2019 rate increase 

that will raise base rates 24.45% for residential customers, 18.36% for general service customers, and 
25.29% for large general service customers, and 

 
WHEREAS, customers within the City of Decorah currently pay about $10.6 million per year in 

electricity costs (according to data presented by Alliant Energy to the City in February, 2018), and an 
overall 20% increase would drain an additional $2.1 million every year from local household budgets 
and the balance sheets of businesses and institutions, including roughly $85,000 in increased electricity 
costs for the City of Decorah, and 

 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy presented information to the City of Decorah during the 2018 

municipalization debate claiming rates would rise no more than 3% every 3 years for 20 years, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy’s last rate increase in 2017 raised rates by 7.8%, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy has testified before the Iowa Utilities Board that a biennial rate case 

cycle should be considered, which may suggest another increase request in 2021, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy’s rates are already 35‐45% higher (depending on rate class) than the 

other investor‐owned utility serving Iowa (MidAmerican Energy), and also higher than the state 
averages for municipal electric utilities and rural electric cooperatives in all customer classes, and 

 
WHEREAS, Alliant’s rapidly rising rates are causing serious hardship for low‐ and moderate‐

income households, fixed income households, small businesses, industries, nonprofit institutions, 
educational institutions, and the City of Decorah, and 

 
WHEREAS, Alliant’s rapidly rising rates are also creating a serious hindrance for economic 

development in the City of Decorah, and 
 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy has aggressively pursued legislation and regulation limiting the ability 

of customers and communities to save money and keep energy dollars local, including slashing the 
energy efficiency programs, working to overturn net metering, and creating and proposing separate 
classes and fees for distributed generation customers, and 

 
WHEREAS, Alliant Energy posted $457 million in profits in 2017 and has provided an 18.2% 

annualized return to its shareholders over the last five years. 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE DECORAH CITY COUNCIL, The City of Decorah’s City Council: 
 

1. Stands in opposition to the proposed rate increase. 
 

2. Believes the current rate increase represents a significant breach of trust and accountability between 
Alliant Energy, the City of Decorah, and Decorah customers. 
 

3. Is committed to intervening and submitting testimony to the Iowa Utilities Board in Docket RPU‐2019‐
0001, either alone or in partnership with a coalition of local entities. 
 

4. Shall have Lorraine Borowski, Mayor, or a Decorah City Official present this Resolution to the Iowa 
Utilities Board during the May 2, 2019 public hearing to be held in Decorah. 

 
5. Encourages all citizens and ratepayers to voice their perspectives and concerns at the Iowa Utilities 

Board’s Customer Comment Meeting scheduled for 6 pm, Thursday May 2nd, at the Hotel Winneshiek in 
Decorah. Comments may also be submitted online through the Iowa Utilities Board’s “Open Docket 
Comment Form”, or by emailing customer@iub.iowa.gov. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this 22nd day of April, 2019. 
 
 
 
 

_______________________________________    ATTEST: ____________________________________  
Lorraine Borowski, Mayor                                                              Wanda Hemesath, MMC, City Clerk, Tr. 
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Subject:	Electric	Rate	Increase	by	Alliant
From:	Todd	Steigerwaldt	<TSteigerwaldt@cityofmarion.org>
To:	"customer@iub.iowa.gov"	<customer@iub.iowa.gov>
Date	Sent:	Friday,	March	8,	2019	12:58:30	PM	GMT-06:00
Date	Received:	Friday,	March	8,	2019	12:58:37	PM	GMT-06:00

Dear	IUB	Board	Members-
	
Alliant’s	proposed	rate	increase	for	2020	is	not	acceptable.		Their	interim	rate	increase	of	5.5%	going	into
effect	April	1,	2019	is	very	concerning	as	well.		We	are	in	the	middle	of	our	fiscal	year.		We	don’t	budget	for
mid-year	rate	increases.			I	run	the	Marion	Water	department	and	receive	electric	bills	from	both	Alliant	and
Linn	County	REC.		I	wish	I	could	have	all	of	my	wells	on	REC	power.	
	
In	FY17-18	I	spent	over	$319,000	for	Alliant	electricity	to	run	the	well	pump	motors	to	supply	a	community
of	38,000	people	with	potable	drinking	water.		We	are	a	non-profit	utility.		We	have	no	shareholders	to	share
our	profits	with.		Any	profit	we	make	on	the	sale	of	water	is	re-invested	back	into	our	aging	infrastructure
and	normal	operation	and	maintenance.		Any	increase	in	electricity	costs	are	passed	through	to	our	water
customers.		If	you	allow	this	large	electric	rate	increase	go	through,	our	customers	will	be	hit	twice.		Once
by	the	electric	rate	increase	and	from	my	water	department	raising	water	rates	to	pay	for	Alliant’s	high
electricity	rate	increase.
	
For	FY18-19	the	monthly	Alliant	bills	are	trending	5.7%	higher.		July-February	bills	total	$253,720.			I	cannot
conceive	the	25.29%	increase	for	the	large	general	service	accounts.		How	can	MidAm	and	Linn	REC	supply
electricity	at	more	reasonable	and	competitive	rates?		What	are	they	doing	right	and	why	is	Alliant	not	as
efficient?
	
I	suggest	the	following	items	for	you	to	consider:

1.						Allow	non-profit	entities	like	the	Marion	Water	Department	that	serve	Alliant	customers	to	have	a
lower	rate	increase	so	the	customer	is	not	getting	hit	with	high	rate	increases	from	both	Alliant	and
Marion	Water	Department.

2.						Review	Alliant’s	Large	General	Service	tariff.		They	have	a	ratchet	which	is	75%	of	the	highest	billing
demand	determined	during	the	previous	3	months.		This	causes	a	large	financial	burden	on	my	utility
because	I	will	take	a	plant	down	for	maintenance	for	3-4	months.		During	this	outage	we	are	still
billed	at	the	75%	of	the	highest	billing	demand	rate	for	the	last	three	months.		I’m	still	paying	over
$4,000	per	month	for	just	having	some	lights	on.		I	understand	a	base	charge	but	Linn	REC	only
charges	roughly	$700	per	month	when	I	have	a	plant	down	for	maintenance.		

3.						I	would	suggest/recommend	to	Alliant	to	consider	hiring	freezes	and	pay	increase	freezes/cuts	to
show	their	customers	that	they	are	trying	to	do	everything	possible	to	reduce	this	high	rate	increase.

4.						Has	Alliant	had	a	neutral	3rd	party	evaluate	their	processes	and	staffing	levels?		Can	they	be	leaner?	
Is	there	waste	that	can	be	cut?		Have	they	done	a	compensation	study	recently	to	determine	if	they
are	overpaid/underpaid/overstaffed	etc?

	
I	understand	inflation	and	cost	of	goods	and	services	continue	to	increase.		My	two	biggest	expensive	for
the	water	utility	is	staffing	and	electricity.		I	can	manage	my	staffing	levels	and	expenses.		I	can’t	control	my
electricity	costs.
	
I	thank	you	for	your	time	and	consideration	regarding	this	matter.			
	
	
Todd	Steigerwaldt,	PE
General	Manager		|	Marion	Water	Department
1225	6th	Avenue,	Suite	150	|	Marion,	Iowa	52302
p	319-743-6311		|		c	319-389-1556
tsteigerwaldt@cityofmarion.org
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Subject:	Docket	RPU-2019-001
From:	City	of	Marquette	<marqcity@alpinecom.net>
To:	customer@iub.iowa.gov
Date	Sent:	Wednesday,	May	29,	2019	10:23:44	AM	GMT-05:00
Date	Received:	Wednesday,	May	29,	2019	10:24:34	AM	GMT-05:00
Attachments:	Marquette_20190529_100335.pdf

Please	see	the	attached	resolution	passed	by	our	City	Council	that	opposes	Alliant	Energy	Rate	Increase.
	
Thank	you.
	
Bonnie	Basemann,	City	Clerk
City	of	Marquette
PO	Box	7
102	North	Street
Marquette,	IA	52158
Phone:	563-873-3735
Fax:		563-873-2122
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RESOLUTION NO. 129- 2019

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING AN ALLIANT ENERGY RATE INCREASE

WHEREAS,   Alliant Energy has asked the Iowa Utilities Board to approve a 2019 rate increase that
will raise base rates 24.45% for residential customers, 18. 36% for general service

customers, and 25. 29% for large general service customers; and,

WHEREAS,   Alliant Energy' s rates are already higher than the other investor- owned utility serving
Iowa, and also higher that the state averages for municipal electric utilities and rural

electric cooperatives in all customer classes; and,

WHEREAS,   Alliant' s rapidly rising rates are causing serious hardship for low- and moderate- income
households, fixed income households, small businesses, industries, nonprofit

institutions, educational institutions, and the City of Ottumwa; and,

WHEREAS,   Alliant' s rapidly rising rates are creating a hindrance for economic development in the
City of Ottumwa; and,

WHEREAS,   Alliant Energy has aggressively pursued legislation and regulation limiting the ability of
customers and communities to save money and keep energy dollars local, including
slashing the energy efficiency programs, working to overturn net metering, and creating

and proposing separate classes and fees for distributed generation customers.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
OTTUMWA, IOWA:

1. Stands in opposition to the proposed rate increase.

2. Believes the current rate increase represents a significant breach of trust and accountability
between Alliant Energy, the City of Ottumwa, and Ottumwa customers.

3. Shall direct the City Administrator to present this Resolution to the Iowa Utilities Board on
behalf of the City Council of the City of Ottumwa.

4. Encourages all citizens and ratepayers to voice their perspectives and concerns online through

the Iowa Utilities Board' s " Open Docket Comment Form", or by emailing
customer@i ub.iowa.eov.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of June, 2019.

CITY OF OTTUMWA, IOWA

i: _

om X. Lazio, Ma  •

ATTEST:

Christina Reinhard, City Clerk
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Subject:	electric	rate	increase
From:	mht@netins.net
To:	customer@iub.iowa.gov
Date	Sent:	Tuesday,	March	19,	2019	8:08:13	PM	GMT-05:00
Date	Received:	Tuesday,	March	19,	2019	8:08:15	PM	GMT-05:00

Gentlemen;			I	do	object	to	the,	in	my	mind,	huge	rate	increase(s)	that	the	electric	company	is	proposing,	both	on	my
personal	behalf	and	also	as	mayor	of	the	small	town	of	Oxford	Junction	with	a	population	of	500.	Our	town	is	a
predominantly	low	to	moderate	income	town	with	a	rather	small	tax	base.	We	already,	as	part	of	the	city	budget,	spend
$20,000	a	year	on	electricity:	street	lights,	city	offices,	etc.	The	large	increase	in	rates	that	is	being	proposed	will	raise
havoc	with	our	city	budget,	as	it	is	at	the	break-even	point	right	now.	I	can	understand	a	small	yearly	increase	in	rates,
but	not	8	or	10	or	even	20	percent	that	is	being	proposed.	I	(we)	wish	that	you	would	reconsider	these	increases	and
opt	for	much	less.																																											Sincerely,

																						Merle	Tank,		mayor

71 / 225
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Subject:	City	of	Thompson	IA	Resolution	61019
From:	City	of	Thompson	<ttown@wctatel.net>
To:	customer@iub.iowa.gov
Date	Sent:	Tuesday,	July	2,	2019	11:10:09	AM	GMT-05:00
Date	Received:	Tuesday,	July	2,	2019	11:10:13	AM	GMT-05:00
Attachments:	image2019-07-02-095843.pdf

	
	
Jill	D.	Krull
City	Clerk
City	of	Thompson
167	2nd	Ave	W
PO	Box	25
Thompson,	Iowa	50478
Population	502
641-584-2785
ttown@wctatel.net
	
From:	
Sent:	Tuesday,	July	02,	2019	10:59	AM
To:	ttown@wctatel.net
Subject:
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Subject:	Fareway	Stores,	Inc.	Written	Objection
From:	Garrett	Piklapp	<gpiklapp@farewaystores.com>
To:	customer@iub.iowa.gov
Date	Sent:	Friday,	June	7,	2019	3:27:42	PM	GMT-05:00
Date	Received:	Friday,	June	7,	2019	3:27:52	PM	GMT-05:00
Attachments:	Iowa	Utilities	Board.Fareway	Stores,	Inc.	Complaint.2019.pdf

Honorable	Board	Members:	
	
Attached	please	find	Fareway’s	written	objection	to	the	notice	of	proposed	electric	rate	increase	by	Alliant
Energy.		I	would	appreciate	confirmation	of	your	receipt	of	the	attachment.		I	would	be	happy	to	answer	any
questions	or	comments.
	
Thank	you	all	for	your	service	on	this	important	board.
	

Garrett	S.	Piklapp
Senior	Vice	President/Secretary/General	Counsel
Fareway	Stores,	Inc.
p:	515-432-2623	ext.	436
f:	515-432-3304
e:	gpiklapp@farewaystores.com	
a:	715	8th	Street	Boone,	IA	50036-0070

	

CONFIDENTIALITY	NOTICE
This	e-mail	message	(including	any	file	attachment)	is	intended	only	for	the	use	of	the	individual		or	entity	to	which	it	is	addressed,
and	may	contain	information	that	is	privileged	and/or	confidential.		If	you	are	not	the	intended	recipient,	any	dissemination,
distribution	or	copying	of	this	communication	is	strictly	prohibited.	If	you	have	received	this	communication	in	error,	please	notify	us
immediately	by	reply	e-mail	and	delete	or	destroy	all	copies	of	this	message	and	any	file	attachment.	Thank	you.
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Subject:	Docket	Nos.RPU-2019-0001	and	RPU-2019-0002
From:	Gretchen	Brown	<gbrown@stonehilldbq.com>
To:	"'customer@iub.iowa.gov'"	<customer@iub.iowa.gov>
Date	Sent:	Friday,	May	24,	2019	7:34:05	AM	GMT-05:00
Date	Received:	Friday,	May	24,	2019	7:34:12	AM	GMT-05:00

Stonehill	Franciscan	Services	is	a	current	Alliant	customer.	We	serve	over	300	seniors	daily.		43%	of	our
skilled	nursing	residents	are	Medicaid	qualified	where	the	reimbursement	does	not	cover	the	cost	of
services.		The	proposed	rate	increase	by	Alliant	increases	our	utility	expenses	by	$90,000.00		each	year.
	We	already	pay	approximately	$360,000.00	annually.	We	have	no	additional	revenue	to	offset	these
increased	costs.				With	the	current	profitability	of	Alliant	it	would	appear	that	there	are	many	other	avenues
they	can	take	to	fund	their	future	infrastructure	needs	without	putting	this	additional	burden	on	the	backs	of
their	customers.	Stonehill	requests	that		board	members	vote	against	this	rate	increase	request.		Why
threaten	the	sustainability	of	nonprofit	organizations	so	Alliant	can	increase	their	overall	profitability	which
is	already	abundant.			Thank	you	for	your	attention	to	this	matter.
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