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Total IUB Budget
Per FY19 Spending Plan 

Description
Legislative Authorization

+

Federal Support (Grants)

+

Intra State Receipts (Other Agencies)

+

Fees/Licenses/Permits 

+

Other

=

Total

FY19
$8,732,098

+

$922,000

+

$181,681

+

$125,001

+

$5,000

=

$9,965,780
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Bill Rate

 Hourly rate per job classification charged in direct assessments

 Calculated using actual salary and benefit data

 Overhead costs included in the bill rate

 Traditionally calculated once per year

Bill Rate = Base Rate x Factor
 Resulting rates are designed to recover IUB’s total budgeted expenses less receipts 

from other sources (Federal Support, Intra State Receipts, Fees/Licenses/Permits, 
Other)
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Base Rate Calculation

Description
Average Salary

÷
1700 Hours

=

Base Rate by Job Class

FY19
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Bill Rate = Base Rate x Factor
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Factor Calculation

Description
Legislative Authorization

÷

Total Direct Billed Salaries

=

Factor

FY19
$8,732,098

÷
$5,499,940

=

1.5877
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Direct Billed Salaries

Description

 Salary and benefit information 
extracted from I/3 via B7 Report

 Average salary by job class

 Direct/Indirect % based upon 
actuals from Unanet (some 
estimates)

 Average salary multiplied by 
Direct/Indirect % by job class

 Results in Direct/Indirect salaries

FY19
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Factor Calculation

Description
Legislative Authorization

÷

Total Direct Billed Salaries

=

Factor

FY19
$8,732,098

÷

$5,499,940

=

1.5877
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Bill Rate = Base Rate x Factor

9

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on November 1, 2019, RMU-2016-0025



10

Filed with the Iowa Utilities Board on November 1, 2019, RMU-2016-0025



IUB Assessments

Company Direct

Industry Direct & 
Miscellaneous Remainder)

Pipeline Fees

Dual Party Relay Service 
Assessment

Energy Centers Assessment
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Target Invoice Issue Dates & 
Assessment Due Dates
Invoice Issue 
Dates -
Quarterly
Company 
Direct Bill

Invoice Issue
Date –
Industry Direct 
& Remainder

Invoice Issue 
Date –
Pipeline
Annual Fee

Assessment
Due Dates –
Dual Party 
Relay Service

Invoice Issue
Date –
Energy Centers

November 1
February 1
May 1
July 15

August 15 After January 1 July 31
October 31
January 31
April 30

After all Gas & 
Electric annual 
reports are 
filed or no later 
than September 
15
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Statutory Authority for Direct & 
Remainder Assessments
 Iowa Code 476.10(1)a:

 [T]he Board may “...allocate and charge directly the expenses attributable to its duties to the person bringing a 
proceeding before the board, to persons participating in matters before the boar, or to persons subject to 
inspection by the board.”

 Iowa Code 476.10(1)b:
 The board shall ascertain the total of the division’s expenses incurred during each fiscal year in the 

performance of its duties under law.

 The board shall deduct all amounts charged directly to any person from the total expenses of the board and the 
consumer advocate. The board may assess the amount remaining after the deduction to all persons providing 
service over which the board has jurisdiction in proportion to the respective gross operating revenues of such 
persons from intrastate operations during the last calendar year over which the board has jurisdiction.

 If any portion of the remainder can be identified with a specific type of utility service, the board shall assess 
those expenses only to the entities providing that type of service over which the board has jurisdiction.

 The board may make the remainder assessments under this paragraph on a quarterly basis, based upon 
estimates of the expenditures for the fiscal year for the utilities division and the consumer advocate.

 For gas and electric public utilities exempted from rate regulation pursuant to this chapter, the remainder 
assessments under this paragraph shall be computed at one-half the rate used in computing the assessment for 
other persons.
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Quarterly Direct Billing

Timecards Expense 
Reports

Direct Bill 
Invoices

Each docket filed in EFS becomes a project in Unanet, the IUB’s timekeeping and 
billing application.  When working on these dockets, employees charge time and 
expenses directly to the Unanet project and the company is assessed those direct 
costs.
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Timesheet Entry
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Expense Reports
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Direct Bill Invoice

Includes dates, hours, 
and staff names for all 
time and expenses 
charged to billable 
projects
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Industry Direct & Miscellaneous 
Remainder Assessments 
 Any portion of the remainder that is identified with a specific type of utility 

service is assessed only to those companies providing that type of utility 
service.

 Example: time spent reviewing administrative rules that relate to electric 
utilities (Chapter 20) will be assessed only to electric companies. 

 Expenses which can not be attributed to a specific industry (miscellaneous 
remainder) are allocated to all companies over which the Board has 
jurisdiction.
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Industry Direct Assessment

RE
• All time/expenses relating to electric utilities but not specific to a 

company. Examples include electric rulemakings, MISO, RTO-ISO, 
FERC electric issues, etc.

RG
• All time/expenses relating to gas utilities but not specific to a 

company. Examples include gas rulemakings, IAC projects, FERC gas 
issues, etc.

RT
• All time/expenses relating to telecommunication utilities but not 

specific to a company. Examples include telecom rulemakings, FCC, 
etc.

RW
• All time/expenses relating to water utilities but not specific to a 

company. Examples include rulemakings, research, complaint 
investigation, etc.
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Industry Direct Assessment Calculation

 Industry Direct Billing Factor (Factor) = 

Expenses to be Recovered from Industry

Total of Industry Assessable Revenues
(100% Rate-Regulated Revenues + 50% Non Rate-Regulated Revenues)

 Industry Direct Assessment = 

Factor x RR Company Assessable Revenues

½ Factor x NRR Company Assessable Revenues
OR
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Miscellaneous Remainder Assessment

{equals} General/Miscellaneous Remainder
Balance to be collected from all utilities based on assessable revenues as reported in annual report

{less} Industry Direct Charges
All time and expenses charged to RE, RG, RT, RW projects

{less} Other Revenues
Federal Support/Grants Intra-State Transfers Reimbursements Civil Penalties, fees, etc.

{less} Company Direct Assessments
All funds received from quarterly company direct assessments 

Actual Expenditures
Total of all agency expenditures
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Formulas and Calculations

 Compile assessable revenue data from annual reports

 Determine Industry Direct total charges (export from Unanet)

 Determine total amount to be recovered (expenditures less receipts)

 Determine Miscellaneous Remainder charges
(total amount to be recovered less Industry Direct charges)

 Calculate billing factors

 Apply billing factors to company reported revenues

 Issue invoices
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FY2018 Industry Direct/Remainder 
Assessment Invoice
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Going forward, only IPL & MEC will see reconciliation and estimated assessments on the year-end 
invoice.  All other companies will be assessed actual Industry Direct/Remainder costs for the 
fiscal year just ended.
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Other Invoicing

Energy Centers
• Iowa Code § 476.10A
• Gas & electric companies only
• 1/10th of one percent of reported revenues 
• Invoiced annually
• IUB is billing/collection agent
• FY2019 remittances transferred to IEDA 

(85%) and CGRER (15%)
• Sunsets July 1, 2022

Pipeline Annual
Inspection Fee
• Iowa Code § 479A.7
• Interstate natural gas pipelines only
• Inches*Miles*50¢
• Invoiced annually after January 1
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Dual Party Relay Service

 The Dual Party Relay Service consists of two programs that provide services 
and assistive telecommunications technology to individuals who are deaf, 
hard of hearing, or who have speech difficulty. 

 These programs are Relay Iowa and Telecommunications Access Iowa (TAI). 
Relay Iowa provides Relay services through the phone, and TAI provides 
equipment such as amplified phones, captioned telephones, and tablets to 
assist with communication needs. 
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Dual Party Relay Service (DPRS)
Assessment
 Pursuant to Iowa Code section 477C.7, “the board shall impose an assessment to 

fund the programs described in this chapter upon all wireless carriers and wire-line 
local exchange carriers providing telecommunications service in the state in the 
amount of three cents per month for each telecommunications service phone 
number in this state.”

 Pursuant to Iowa Code section 476.95 Internet protocol-enabled service and voice 
over internet protocol service – regulation, VoIP providers may be assessed Dual 
Party Relay Service assessments under section 477C.7

 Board Order Requiring Report and Assessment in RMU-2016-0025 on July 3, 2018, 
clarified telecommunications service phone number to mean any revenue producing 
telephone number

 All telecommunications companies must report, even if the line count is zero.  This 
includes, but is not limited to Local Exchange Carriers, Interexchange Carriers, 
Wireless, VoIP, AOS, etc.

 Reporting and Assessment are done on a quarterly basis
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DPRS Assessment Process

 Reports are made via Google 
Forms

 A new form is created for each 
quarter and is located on the 
Board’s website
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DPRS Assessment [cont.]

 Auto-generated response 
email sent to submitter 
along with payment 
link/instructions
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DPRS Assessment [cont.]

 US Bank ePayment Site
 ACH Debit ($0.29 fee)

 Visa®, Discover®, or 
Mastercard® (2.5% fee)

 Payment confirmation will be 
sent to same email address
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